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In 
Memorium 
The Massaquoi family 
wishes to remember 
and salute the life of 
the late Prof. Joseph 

George Momodu 
Massaquoi, who lived 

a life full of steady 
fast devotion to faith, 

family and community. 
Prof. Massaquoi 

passed away on May 
25th 2013 at age 62. 
We are here to give 

thanks to God for the 
treasured moments 

we were privileged to 
share with our loving 

husband, father, 
grandfather, brother, 

uncle and friend.
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Prof. Massaquoi was born in Blama, Sierra 
Leone, and was the eldest son of the late Pa J.G. 
Massaquoi and Madam Haja Mamie Massaquoi. 
His father, a pharmaceutical dispenser and 
farmer, was well-known in eastern and southern 
Sierra Leone. His mother, a shopkeeper and 
housewife, lived a long life before passing away 
in 2011 and was filled with a sense of service 
to others. As a young man, Prof. Massaquoi 
excelled academically, exhibited a keen interest 
in learning, and played an instrumental role in 
the education of several younger siblings and 
extended family members. 

He met his wife, Rachel, while he was a high 
school student at Christ the King College in 
Bo, Sierra Leone and she was a student at 
neighboring Queen of the Rosary Secondary 
School. They were married for over 40 years and 
were blessed with three children, who are all 
now established in their respective careers.

Prior to his retirement, Prof. Joseph G.M. 
Massaquoi was the Director of UNESCO 
Regional Bureau of Science and Technology 
in Africa. In this capacity he was responsible 
for the implementation of UNESCO’s science 
programme in sub-Sahara Africa. Prof. Massaquoi 
also served as a UNESCO representative to 
Kenya, Djibouti, Eritrea, Rwanda, Somalia and 
Uganda.

Before joining UNESCO in 1994, Prof. Massaquoi 
had a long and brilliant academic career. He 
started as lecturer in the Faculty of Engineering, 
University of Sierra Leone in 1975 and rose to 
become Head of the Department of Mechanical 
Engineering in 1986 and Dean of the faculty of 
Engineering in 1989. He became senior lecturer 
in 1984 and Associate Professor in 1989 in the 
same University.
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He also served as: Graduate Fellow in West Virginia University USA 
from 1979-81; Assistant Professor at Savannah State University, 
Georgia, USA from 1981-82; Visiting Scientist at The University of 
Naples, Italy from May-July 1984; Visiting Commonwealth Fellow 
at Technical University of Nova Scotia, Halifax, Canada in 1991; and 
Fulbright Professor in Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa, USA from 
1993-1994. 

Prof. Massaquoi published over four dozen articles in several 
disciplines of engineering science and Science and Technology 
policy. He was co-author of an undergraduate textbook in 
Engineering Thermodynamics. He was also a recipient of numerous 
academic and professional awards and was a fellow of the African 
Academy of Science. 

Prof. Joseph G. M. Massaquoi obtained his Bachelors Degree, with 
honors, and Masters Degree in Chemical Engineering from the 
University of Wales in Great Britain. He also held a doctorate degree 
in chemical engineering from West Virginia University, Morgantown, 
USA. 

He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Rachel C.J. Massaquoi, and his three 
children: Mr. Joseph G. M. Massaquoi Jr., Director of Corporate and 
Strategic Development, The Boeing Company, USA, and his wife 
Dr. Erika Massaquoi; Dr. Satta Massaquoi Emeli, Medical Doctor and 
Assistant Professor, Emory University Hospital, USA, and her husband 
Mr. Victor Emeli of Georgia Institute of Technology; and Ms. Yeniva 
Mamie Lucia Massaquoi of the law firm Latham & Watkins and based 
in the United Kingdom. He is survived by two grandchildren, Luba 
Halalo Lucia Massaquoi, born in 2010, and Victor Joseph Emeli, born 
in 2014.  He is also survived by close family and friends in Sierra 
Leone, Kenya, Canada, the United States, and around the world.

              3



Prof. Joseph G. M. Massaquoi was a diplomat, an academic and an author. 
Over a four decade career, he participated actively in science and education 
policy in developing countries especially across the African continent. He 
started his career as an academic rising to become Dean of Engineering 
at the University of Sierra Leone in 1989 – the youngest ever Dean at that 
time in the University’s history. In line with his interest in science education 
and policy, he subsequently joined UNESCO and rose to become Director 
of UNESCO’s Regional Bureau of Science and Technology in Africa and 
a Member of the African Academy of Sciences’ Governing Council. A 
passionate scientist, Prof. Massaquoi dedicated his life to bridging science 
education and development in Africa. 

In 2016, his family launched a foundation in his name focused on 
science education in Africa.  The JGM Massaquoi Foundation (www.
massaquoifoundation.org) aims to fulfill Prof. Massaquoi’s legacy by 
science-focused investments in human capital on the continent.
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The skills of an activist for freedom are different from 
the skills of a leader. Africans must understand 

the difference to ensure our future.

- Joseph George Momodu Massaquoi

              5



Dear Family and Friends,
My children and I wish to thank you all for honoring my 
husband and for supporting us during a very difficult time.  
We remain deeply touched by your enduring support.  

It is still not easy for us although we have finally accepted 
that he has left us.  As many of you know, Joe was a 
devoted husband to me, an excellent father to his children, 
a caring son and provider to his extended family, and he 
touched many lives in a positive way.  We are grateful to 
God for allowing us to have his love and presence in our 
lives for many years.

May he rest in perfect peace and may God’s light perpetual 
shine upon him.

Yours faithfully, 

Mrs. Rachel C. J. Massaquoi
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Marriage is built on love and during marriage 
you will fall in and out of love several times 

each time with the same person – your partner.   
This is another way of saying you are going to 
experience high and low moments. Your love 

will grow as you stay married. As the old adage 
goes, “no man or woman really knows what 

perfect love is until they have been married for 
a quarter of century.”  After over four decades 
of marriage, my wife and I are blessed to have 

experienced and endure in such a love. 

- Joseph George Momodu Massaquoi
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Yonas ABERRA
Addis Abba, Ethiopia

July 2, 2013
 

It is with great sadness that I learned the loss of our professor. I occasionally 
check the UNESCO-ANSTI website to read about his whereabouts, and yesterday 
was the last one. I was his student from Ethiopia at FBC in the late 80’s. Without 
his support, I wouldn’t have made it there. He was a great academician and my 
idol in that respect. He will be missed by everyone who has known him. The world 
has lost a wonderful and great person. 

I offer my sincere and deep hearted condolence to his wife, children and the 
extended family.

Adeline Wilkinson ACQUAH
Alberta, Canada 

July 1, 2013

There is a time for every purpose under the sun. Dr. Massaquoi has always 
humbled himself. Surely his place in Heaven is more important than his place on 
earth. Joe’s love for his family knows no bounds, no limits, no end even for his 
friends. THE TYPE OF LOVE WE ARE COMMANDED TO GIVE TO OTHERS. To the 
entire family – “LOVE EACH OTHER AS HIS SOUL RESTS IN PERFECT PEACE. Be 
Blessed.”
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Abou AMANI
Nairobi, Kenya
June 27, 2014

Dear Rachel,
 
I trust you are doing well and thank you for the message. Please find below a few 
words.
 
The loss of Prof Joseph Massaquoi is a great loss for Africa and particularly for the 
African scientific community and UNESCO science family. I knew Prof as we used 
to call him in the Nairobi office since 2006 when I joined UNESCO as programme 
specialist based in Accra, Ghana. At the time I joined UNESCO Prof was the 
Director of ROSTA and in charge of coordinating and leading natural sciences in 
Africa. I was impressed by his professionalism, integrity, leadership, team spirit, 
simplicity and humanism. Later in 2010, I joined ROSTA and Prof became my 
Boss. I really learned a lot from him. First, his leadership and management style 
was based on trust and delegation. Second, he was resilient and he believed in 
excellence. Third, he was opened minded and he was always there to listen.  I am 
really very grateful to him. May his soul rest in peace and may God protect you 
Rachel and the children.  
 
Abou
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Badie DABO (Mrs.)
Baltimore, USA

November 30, 2013

A Tribute to “Uncle Joe”

I cannot believe that a tribute is already being written for Uncle Joe’s one 
year since he went to meet his Lord. It is so soon, our hearts are still aching 
and bleeding due to the sudden “call home”. Even our minds have still not 
comprehended the suddenness of it all but God knows best.

Uncle Joe, as we fondly called him, was the most wonderful, devoted and 
loving husband, dad and friend I have ever been privileged to know. He was 
hardworking, very respectful, and took chance of every opportunity that came his 
way. He was also a very loving son to his parents. He was the kind of son, dad, and 
husband any human being will desire to have in those capacities.

He faithfully accomplished all that God destined for him to do during his time in 
this world. Now he is in a better place at rest from all earthly struggles and pain. 
You will ever remain in our hearts. We love you but God loves you best. What a 
faithful and obedient servant he was!

I will always remember and miss that ‘mischievous’ smile, always ready to give to 
all he met especially Aunty Badie. I will always love you.

To your grieving family, especially your first and only love, wife Rachel, I will say 
this, “Although your world is shaken, God stands firm and holds you fast in His 
loving arms. So take courage.”

The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms.
Deuteronomy 33:27
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Marie DEFFIE

Burlington, Canada
July 7, 2013

It’s a great loss for all of us especially for Auntie Rachel and the 
rest of our family. Dr. Massaquoi was indeed a great family man 
who embraces everyone regardless of how distant you’re related 
to him. 

Let’s continue to pray for him to have a perfect resting peace. 
Amen!
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Emmanuel FODE
New York, USA

May 2015
 

Tribute to Dr. Joe M. Massaquoi by Professor Emmanuel Fode

On this second anniversary of Joe’s death, our thoughts continue to be haunted by 
enduring memories of our dear brother, father, husband, friend and colleague.

The signs of the success that marked Joe’s life and career were already visible at 
Mobai, that bucolic environment in the Eastern province of Sierra Leone, where 
he spent much of his childhood. Although Joe was in many ways like other kids 
his age, an admirable combination of boldness, humility and self-confidence set 
him far apart from his peers. These qualities endeared Joe to everyone who got to 
know him, and earned him the respect of his peers. With an educated and hard-
working father who spared no efforts in instilling in his children the twin values of 
education and a sound moral character, Joe, like his siblings, availed fully of this 
privileged background. This favorable family environment would later on prove 
crucial in shaping his determination and resulting academic excellence.

If Mobai, with its idyllic surroundings and rich family background allowed Joe’s 
character and talent to germinate, Christ the King College, a leading Secondary 
School in Sierra Leone, proved crucial to the growth and development of that 
character. A hard-working and competitive student, he always vied with the best 
in his class and never failed to set his sights on lofty goals. Contemporaries, who 
deeply admired Joe, sincerely explained his spectacular results at both the G.C.E. 
Ordinary and Advanced level Examinations as the inevitable consequence of this 
uncommon blend of hard work and academic skills. His stellar performance at the 
latter won him a Sierra Leone Government scholarship to what was to become 
the next important stage in his educational journey: the United Kingdom. There, as 
an engineering student, Joe remained faithful to himself – ever reliable and never 
disappointing – emerging brilliantly with a top Honors degree in engineering.
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Unspoiled by success and perennially guided by a scientists’ desire to explore new 
avenues and frontiers, he always gave a true measure of himself by undertaking 
new projects. In Freetown, a successful company started with his loving and 
energetic wife, Rachel was a testimony to his never-ending ambition to put his 
talent to practical use. His distinguished career at Fourah Bay College, where he 
left his mark as a brilliant professor, and a stint as Science Director at U.N.E.S.C.O., 
where he earned the respect of his colleagues, attested to his brilliance and 
determination. He was no less successful in his family life. The Massaquoi home, 
with Joe as a caring and loving father, aided by his loving and devoted wife, 
Rachel, was enviable for its peace, harmony and discipline. True to himself and 
never lowering his sights on exploring newer horizons, he was contemplating, on 
retirement, a big development project in his native Sierra Leone when the Lord 
took him.

He left us at a time when we – friends and family alike - were anticipating the 
joy of more relaxed and happier moments with him, free from the pressures and 
demands of work. With his death, we lost a loving husband, a dear brother, a 
faithful friend, a true colleague and compatriot. What Joe meant to us- the love, joy 
and confidence he inspired in friends and family alike, will remain for us everlasting 
treasures. His engaging personality, productive life and brilliant career, exemplary 
by all accounts, will forever live in our memory.

May his soul rest in peace.

Emmanuel Fode
Adj. Professor of French,
Manhattan Community College
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Momoh and Massah FOH
Columbia, South Carolina, USA

July 29, 2013
 

It was quite a shock to hear of Uncle Joe’s passing, and we are still deeply 
saddened by this loss. Aunty Rachel, Joe, Satta, and Yeniva, may you find courage 
and strength in the fact that Uncle Joe was an ardent Christian, who lived a very 
productive life, and cared deeply for his family. Our thoughts and prayers are with 
you. 

May his soul rest in perfect peace.

Tamba JAMIRU
Pretoria, South Africa
September 16, 2013

 
It is with the greatest sadness and heavy heart that I write to convey my sincerest 
condolence for the passing away of my mentor and elder brother figure in the 
person of Prof. I could hardly believe that he is no more. 

Prof. Massaquoi was a very good and special man. He was compassionate, 
thoughtful and full of charm in his dealing with people. To me he was the best. 
He gave some of us what few could give. I owe most of what I am today to him. I 
would forever be grateful for that. His passing is a loss not only to his family but 
to those whose lives he so richly influenced in so many ways. He will forever be 
missed. May his soul rest in peace.
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Peter M. KAINDANEH
Burlington, Ontario, Canada

July 27, 2014
 

The Prof. Joseph G M Massaquoi, I know
A Tribute by Peter M. Kaindaneh
(A friend and colleague)

As I sit here and write this, my heart is heavier than I can ever remember it being. 
When my dear wife asked me to write this tribute, I was unsure I would be able to. 
It took me one month or more to even give it another thought. But tonight, I just 
know I have to do this.

JGMM, you were always such a special and unique human being. You brightened 
a room just by entering it. That brightness will never burn out, my brother. It will 
be around Rachel, Joseph, Satta, Yeniva, the grandchildren, all the relatives, 
colleagues and friends you have left behind. The brightness is everywhere we 
look. I am so proud to have been able to call you my senior colleague, brother and 
friend. Almost every day, there is something I say, see or do that reminds me of 
your extraordinary humanity. About 3 week ago, I was surprised to see Mr. Kobba 
(Gomoi) walk into my office. He’s never been there, but that day, he said he just 
felt like coming over to me to have a chat about you. The rest of the day, went by 
in haze and daze for me. I miss you so much, as does anyone whose life you have 
touched, and that is many. You were loved by everyone who knew you, JGMM. 

I have had dreams about you, confirming my firm belief that you are still with us. 
These I have shared with Rachel. Do talk to me whenever you feel like.

Rachel, Joseph, Satta, Yeniva, the grandchildren, all the relatives, colleagues and 
friends, we can shed tears that JGMM is gone, or we can smile because he lived a 
fulfilled life, for which we are better human beings today. We can close our eyes 
and pray he’ll come back, or you can open your eyes and see all that he has left, 
that means the world to us. Our hearts can be empty because we can’t see him, or 
they can be full of the love he shared with us. We can turn our backs on tomorrow, 
and live yesterday, or we can be happy for tomorrow, because of yesterday. We
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can remember only that he is gone, or we can cherish his memory and let it live on 
forever in our hearts and by our examples. We can cry, close our minds, be empty, 
and turn our backs, or we can do what he would have wanted: smile, open our 
eyes, love, live and go on to heights he had set for us.

In 2 Timothy 4:7 when Paul tells us: “I have fought the good fight, I have finished 
the race, I have kept the faith”, he was only quoting you. What he didn’t add was 
that you won the race for us, mere mortals. Thank you for giving us everything, my 
brother.

The Lord Giveth, the Lord Taketh. As Christians, we believe you are in a happier 
place, JGMM. 
You will live forever in our hearts.

May the Good Lord forgive us, because at some points in our lives we have 
questioned his actions. Rest in Perfect Peace JGMM.
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In life, 
no matter how hard we work, 
no matter how brilliant we are 

if we are not lucky we can never make it. 
Luck is an important and 

an indispensable characteristic of our life; 
without it we can never succeed... 

LUCK is an expression of God’s BLESSING. 
Since we do not see God we earn 

our blessings by been nice 
to our fellow human beings.

- Joseph George Momodu Massaquoi
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Message from Mrs. Gretchen Kalonji, 
UNESCO’s Assistant Director General in charge of Natural Sciences

Dear Colleagues: 

All of us in headquarters are deeply saddened and shocked by the passing of 
Joseph Massaquoi. We wish we could be with you personally to share in this 
memorial service, and to directly pay tribute to this extraordinary man, whom we 
loved and respected deeply. 

Joseph was an exceptionally dedicated and creative contributor to UNESCO’s 
programs in the sciences. He also demonstrated remarkable leadership skills as 
Director of the Nairobi Office. He was an individual who combined excellence in 
the very top levels of technical accomplishment, with a deep commitment to the 
ideals of UNESCO. 

His academic career was indeed a stellar one. Before joining UNESCO he served in 
leadership roles in the University of Sierra Leone, and as visiting scholar-professor 
in multiple prestigious institutions, including the University of Naples, ICTP, the 
Technical University of Nova Scotia, and Iowa State University. 

He was a mechanical engineer, and exhibited personally some of the best qualities 
of the profession, including pragmatism, design capacity, and ability to lead 
large teams. He was instrumental in the creation of multiple important UNESCO-
catalyzed efforts, including the launching of ANSTI. 

On a personal note, I would like to add that I greatly valued Joseph Massaquoi as 
an advisor, colleague and friend. His judgement was superb, and he really assisted 
me greatly in the transition to my new position at UNESCO. In addition to his 
intellect, integrity and dedication, I also GREATLY valued Joseph’s superb sense of 
humor and his ability to stay calm and focused even in difficult times. 

All of us in Headquarters offer our most sincere condolences to the family and 
friends of Joseph Massaquoi, our most highly respected and valued colleague. Our 
thoughts will be with you all in memorial service in his honor.

Gretchen KALONJI
Paris, France
June 28, 2013
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Tribute to Dr. Joseph G. M. Massaquoi

Rest in peace, Professor Joseph G. M. Massaquoi. You lived a life that was 
dedicated to serving the world. You lived a rich life as lecturer, educationist and 
as a senior international civil servant. It is surely impossible for words alone to 
describe the varied facets of your exemplary legacy, and the deep affection with 
which your memory is deservedly credited.

Your unrivalled passion for human wellbeing, made you dedicate your life to 
the creation and sharing of scientific knowledge, and imparting it unto others in 
the conduct of your mission as an intellectual leader in science, a diplomat, a 
manager and an administrator with superlative aptitude. Indeed, you will remain 
an indelible inspiration to many of us who admired your work, from your laudable 
professional contributions to the Faculty of Engineering at Fourah Bay College, to 
the nearly two decades of commendable service at UNESCO.

We cheered the occasion of meeting you in Oakville in 2010 for the first time, and 
indeed the opportunity to experience and appreciate the warmth, humor and 
veneration that defined the reverence of your distinctive personality. A resounding 
family friendship was quick to develop, but hardly did it mature than the coming 
your decision to embark on your eternal journey, leaving us with touching 
memories that will linger in our minds forever.

Today, we wallow in the valley of despair for want of getting you back, but your 
response to the call of God is irreversible. As human beings, we are often deluded 
away from the reality of the mortal nature that defines the very essence of our 
creation; that anyone of us can respond to God’s call at any time. That reality is 
what we must now concede, as we grapple with the grief and sorrow of your 
departure. We take solace in faith and in prayers as our source of emotional 
comfort, and in the belief that God will protect and shelter your soul in lasting 
peace.

Rest in peace, Professor JGM Massaquoi. May peace and bliss overwhelm your 
soul as you rest in eternity. We will miss you forever!

Dr. & Mrs. A. KAMARA and Family
Oakville, Ontario, Canada

July 17, 2014 
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David L. B. KAMARA
Abuja, Federal Republic of Nigeria

May 2015
 

Prof. Joseph George Momodu Massaquoi – A Tribute

My long years of friendship with late Joseph George Momodu Massaquoi dates 
back to 1965 while attending Christ the King College – Bo in Sierra Leone. Christ 
the King College at the time was one of the highest rated schools for Science 
and Mathematics in Sierra Leone. We were later to attend tertiary education 
in the United Kingdom between 1971 and 1974. In 1970, he won a scholarship 
to study Chemical Engineering in the University of Wales at Swansea while I 
was successfully admitted to study Electrical Engineering at the University of 
Manchester Institute of Science and Technology (UMIST) also in the UK. Joe 
obtained his Bachelor’s Degree with honors, and Master’s Degree in Chemical 
Engineering from the University of Wales in Great Britain. He also held a Doctorate 
Degree in Chemical Engineering from West Virginia University, Morgantown, USA.

Joe as he was fondly called, was no doubt a brilliant, intelligent and highly 
ambitious personality. After the completion of his Bachelor’s and Master’s 
Degrees in 1974 he later went on to obtain his Doctorate Degree in the United 
States. As a patriot to his home country, he had several lush job offers in the UK 
and the US after completion of his respective studies but decided to return home 
where he started his career in 1975 as lecturer in the Department of Mechanical 
Engineering at Fourah Bay College, University of Sierra Leone. His academic 
career in the University of Sierra Leone was indeed a stellar and exemplary one. 
Prof. Massaquoi had a long and brilliant academic career at Fourah Bay College. 
He started as lecturer in the Faculty of Engineering, University of Sierra Leone in 
1975 and rose to become Head of the Department of Mechanical Engineering in 
1986 and Dean of the Faculty of Engineering in 1989. He became Senior Lecturer 
in 1984 and Associate Professor in 1989 at the same University. While undertaking 
his Doctorate Degree, he served as Graduate Fellow in West Virginia University
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USA from 1979-81; Assistant Professor at Savannah State University, Georgia, 
USA from 1981-82. In subsequent years, he served as Visiting Scientist at The 
University of Naples, Italy from May-July 1984; Visiting Commonwealth Fellow 
at the Technical University of Nova Scotia, Halifax, Canada in 1991; and Fulbright 
Professor in Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa, USA from 1993-1994. He has 
over four dozen high level publications to his credit in several disciplines of 
Engineering Science and Science and Technology Policy. He was co-author of 
an Undergraduate Textbook in Engineering Thermodynamics and was recipient 
of numerous Academic and Professional Awards. He was a Fellow of the African 
Academy of Sciences..

In 1994, he left Fourah Bay College and joined UNESCO as Programme Specialist 
for Basic and Engineering Sciences and progressively rose through the ranks 
to become Director of the Regional Office for Science and Technology in Africa 
(ROSTA) based in Nairobi, Kenya in 2005. Prior to his retirement, he was the 
Director of UNESCO Regional Bureau of Science and Technology in Africa. In 
this capacity, he was responsible for the implementation of UNESCO’s Science 
Programmes in Sub-Saharan Africa. Prof. Massaquoi also served as a UNESCO 
Representative to Kenya, Djibouti, Eritrea, Rwanda, Somalia and Uganda. Joseph 
was an exceptionally dedicated and creative contributor to UNESCO’s Programs 
in the Sciences. He demonstrated remarkable leadership skills as Director of the 
Nairobi Office. He was an individual who combined excellence at the very top 
levels of technical accomplishment, with a deep commitment to the ideals of 
humanity and the UNESCO. 

Prof was an ‘African’. True Africanists believe in the notion that “one’s history 
informs one’s identity”. Prof never forgot his identity as he had at all times 
championed the cause of Human Development in Africa and indeed, in his 
home country, Sierra Leone. His contributions to the field of learning in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Education are eloquent testimonies of 
his esteemed and compassionate approach to, not only human development, but 
to the overall socio-economic development of the African Continent.

Hats-off to a true gallant son of Sierra Leone and indeed, West Africa who 
realized that it is only through pursuing an African Agenda in Science, Technology 
and Innovation (STI) that Sustainable Development, Economic Emancipation and 
Growth will be achieved in the Continent. There is no doubt that Prof was a true 
Pan-Africanist and a strong believer in fostering Regional Integration through STI.
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Looking back on those many long years, I have many collections of fond 
memories of friendship, of fun, of childhood passions and of togetherness 
with Joe. My personal reflections on Joe’s amiable life goes back to our early 
University days while studying in the UK. Though, we were always meeting at 
every opportunity while studying in the UK, I recall our very first winter vacation in 
the Scottish highlands at the request of one of our former school teachers – Mr. 
Kenneth Jackson. A very memorable vacation it was as we enjoyed the cable car 
ride over the mountain tops in the hilly mountains of Scotland essentially taking 
critical exploratory excursion into the labyrinth of the challenges of Science and 
Technology and deep frenetic eulogies, and analytically peep into the future of 
science. Though, a little bit older than Joe, through those long discussions, I found 
him quite extraordinary, irrepressible and focused.

Another memorable event was in 1974, when Joe reaffirmed his commitment to 
his long-time heart-throb, Rachel, at his UK wedding. I recall that Joe met Rachel, 
while we were in High School at Christ the King College in Bo, Sierra Leone. At 
the time, Rachel was a student at neighboring Queen of the Rosary Secondary 
School. 

One beautiful, afternoon while we were in the UK, he suddenly called me and told 
me that he was getting married. I was very confused initially since I never knew 
him with any other woman other than Rachel and hailing from the same town, we 
had concluded the native wedding between them prior to our coming to the UK 
in 1970. 

Without going into details, at the end of our phone discussions and like in a 
movie, he handed over the phone to Rachel - his ever affable girlfriend. That was 
in fact the first time I knew that Rachel had joined him in Swansea. The wedding of 
the two lovebirds that followed on 14th, September 1974 was not only successful 
and colorful but came with a lot of fanfare. I was privileged to be Joe’s Best 
Man at the wedding ceremony. I wish I’m able to reproduce exactly the series 
of the wedding events as they eventually unfolded….but it was such a long time 
ago. However, I recall giving that uncensored lengthy version of the exemplary 
relationship that Rachel and Joe had in a most hilarious and interesting Toast 
at the Cocktail party that followed immediately after the wedding ceremony. 
Though, I gave that Toast both as Joe’s Best Man and the representative of his 
parents, it ended in sealing our collective faith in Joe’s conjugal bond with Rachel.
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Also, I recall that even as we dialogued all the assurances of a blissful union from 
the depths of our individual young minds at the time, the beautiful outcome of 
that wedding ceremony has evidently produced a number of commemorative 
wedding anniversaries Joe and Rachel shared many years after.

My involvement in the wedding ceremony did not end with the Cocktail. Joe and 
Rachel had meticulously planned the Honeymoon in the beautiful Tourist resorts 
in South Wales and naturally, myself and partner stayed with them throughout the 
Honeymoon period. More importantly, I participated in Joe and Rachel’s two week 
honeymoon holiday in Swansea. I had the unique opportunity to have a closer 
look at the two lovebirds then as they began to unravel some of the brightest part 
the future that envelopes their historical marital bliss. During the honeymoon, we 
took to sight-seeing, eating, drinking, and listened to good home (Salon) music 
and reveled in the circumstances of the moment. We were all wrapped in an 
absolute world of our own identity and of our many strategic potentialities.

Joe is fondly remembered as a dedicated, committed family and God fearing 
man. He met his wife, Rachel Massaquoi (nee McCarthy), while we were in High 
School at the Christ the King College in Bo, Sierra Leone and she was a student 
in the neighboring and sister Queen of the Rosary Secondary School. They were 
married for over 40 years and were blessed with three children, who are all now 
well established in their respective careers. In 2010, he and Rachel welcomed 
their first grandchild, Luba, which means “blessing” in his native Mende dialect. 

As a God fearing family man, JGM with his lovely wife built a united and 
formidable family that those close to the family had always admired. His belief 
that education is key to human development and empowerment was exemplified 
by the quality of education he bequeathed to his children that laid the foundation 
for the exalted positions they occupy today in their various works of life. It is 
expedient to justify this statement by mentioning that his first son graduated from 
one of the most prestigious universities in the world, Harvard Business School 
in the United States of America; the first daughter also graduated from Harvard 
University and Casewestern Medical School and the second daughter graduated 
from the famous McGill University School of Law in Canada. What else can be 
said of such a man that was so committed to good upbringing of his children?
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With our journey through life together from Christ the King College, I’m not in 
any way surprised how Joe ended to be a positive and viable force in the lives 
of friends, families and colleagues. Joseph George Momodu Massaquoi was 
born in Blama, Sierra Leone, and was the eldest son of late Pa J.G. Massaquoi 
and Madam Haja Mamie Massaquoi. His father, a Pharmaceutical Dispenser and 
Farmer, was well-known in Eastern and Southern Sierra Leone. His mother was 
a Housewife who supported the husband at all times in his Pharmacy Business. 
Although Pa. Massaquoi and his wife hailed originally from Fabaina, Pujehun 
District in Southern Sierra Leone, the family spent long years in service and  
retired while at Mobai, Eastern Sierra Leone which happens to be the native home 
of Mrs. Rachel Massaquoi. As a young man, Joe played an instrumental role in the 
education of several younger siblings and extended family members.

A dedicated and committed family man, Joe was equally a very good and special 
person. He was compassionate, thoughtful and full of charm in his dealings with 
people. To me he was the best. He gave some of us what many could not give. I 
would forever be appreciative for his candour and friendship. His passing is a loss 
not only to his family but to those whose lives he so richly influenced in so many 
ways. He will forever be missed.

There is nothing better in life than a man should be remembered by his good 
works for that is the legacy he bequeaths to mankind. Joe has come and gone 
but what are the good legacies he left behind? Most of the tributes on him 
have examined and x-rayed in-exhaustively his good works spanning over forty 
decades in service to humanity and God.

To everything there is a season and a time to every purpose under the heaven. 
A time to be born, and a time to die. There is no doubt that death is inevitable for 
mankind as the Almighty God in His Infinite Greatness and Wisdom has created 
Life and Death and made Death as a lesson to the living. We must therefore ask 
ourselves what do I make out of my life; what legacy am I leaving to mankind?

While we mourn the early exist of Joe, we must take solace in the fact that he 
lived an exemplary and worthy life and has fulfilled his callings while championing 
for the cause of human development.

May he rest in eternal peace and comfort, and may the Good Lord grant the 
family and us all the patience, strength and fortitude to endure his exit.

My family and I mourns Joe’s death. We love him but God loves him most.

Adieu Joe. Adieu my good Friend and brother. 

David L. B. Kamara
Director, Department of Telecommunications and Information Technologies.
ECOWAS Commission
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My family and I first met the late Prof. Joseph Massaquoi when we relocated to 
Canada in mid-2008.  Over the years, we became closer and closer to him and 
his family.  In fact, with time, he became not only a close friend, but also an elder 
brother and a trusted mentor to me and my family.  He went out of his way, often 
at short notice, to respond to the needs of others including providing trusted and 
valuable ideas that immensely assisted in making our lives and stay in Canada not 
only successful but smooth and problem free.  

Each time Prof. Massaquoi visited Canada for vacation, or I did, we visited one 
another and exchanged interesting insights and experiences. I have so many 
joyful memories of his friendship and love for others, often at his own self 
expense.  It should be known that almost whenever I acted on the basis of his 
counsel, things happened and positively too!! 

When I travelled to Nairobi on mission about two years ago, I visited Prof. 
Massaquoi at his home and we shared a meal that Aunty Rachel (who was there 
at the time with Yeniva) had prepared, spoke and laughed at lot, just like we 
normally do.  He then drove me back to my hotel.  I still recall (while driving to 
my hotel) him repeatedly recounting to me his anxiety and plans for retirement.  
We spoke about his S Class Mercedes car which would be difficult to maintain in 
Freetown and he was seriously thinking of selling it in Nairobi.

Prior to the Nairobi mission, Prof Massaquoi visited Tunis on a brief mission.  I was 
still based in Tunis then. I vividly recall driving to his hotel and picking him up for 
us to share dinner at a restaurant off the Mediterranean coast in La Marsa, an up 
market suburb of Tunis.  I drove him along the coast line, and as usual, we spoke 
and laughed endlessly.  I felt free to discuss just about every and any topic with 
Prof. It was as if I had known him all my life.      

It is obvious that I and my family are truly heartbroken that we will never speak to 
him again and will never see him again. We have certainly lost a great man and do 
surely miss him terribly. We greatly treasure the valuable and wonderful but brief 
time we were able to spend together with Prof. Massaquoi and his family since 
2008 all the happy memories we have of him. We also thank the Almighty God for 
granting us the opportunity to meet Prof., albeit very briefly.

Keep smiling as you have always done, Prof!  God truly loves you and your 
wonderful family and will continue to oversee them during your eternal journey.  

Amen. 

Benedict, Haja, Mary and Fatmata Kanu

KANU Family (Benedict, Haja, Mary and Fatmata)
Oakville, Ontario, Canada

June 20, 2014
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Dear Ngor Jillo: 

We are sorry and deeply saddened about the loss of your beloved 
husband; we send our deepest condolences to you and to the children and 
grandchildren. 

We are still very stunned to learn about Prof. Massaquoi’s death and still 
cannot believe that he died so unexpectedly. 

Please accept our sincere condolences; and may you all be strong in these 
tough moments. 

Your sister, Massah Kawa (Massah Lucia Jaewui), and Samba Kawa

Samba KAWA
Monrovia, Liberia

June 29, 2013
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Dr. Abdul Rahman LAMIN
Accra, Ghana
June 1, 2013

We love you, Prof! Tribute to Joseph George Momodu Massaquoi

The sudden death of Professor Joseph George Momodu Massaquoi, “Prof,” as he 
was fondly known, is a great loss to his family, his friends, Africa and indeed the 
international scientific community, of which he was a leading voice over the past 
four decades. He spent 18 years at UNESCO and was barely a few months into his 
retirement when he left us.

Tribute by Dr. Abdul Rahman Lamin is Programme Specialist in Social and Human 
Sciences, at UNESCO Office in Accra, Ghana.

Prof was born 62 years ago (he was five months shy of his 63rd birthday) in Blama, 
Sierra Leone, and after traversing all corners of the globe, with an impressive 
record of personal and professional achievements, he will be finally laid to rest on 
Saturday, 1 June, 2013, in Kenema, eastern Sierra Leone, next to his late mother 
who also passed away in 2011.

This sad episode occurred on 25 May, Africa Day, at the Aga Khan Hospital 
in Nairobi, following a short illness, leaves an everlasting symbolism on our 
collective memory, about this great African hero and patriot.

Prof’s death reminds me of the sudden departure, in 2009, of another great son of 
the African continent, the renowned Pan Africanist, Dr. Tajudeen Abdul-Raheem, 
which sad episode also occurred in Nairobi on May 25. Taju, as he was widely 
known, was Deputy Director of the UN’s Millennium Development Campaign for 
Africa, based at the Organization’s offices, in Gigiri, in Nairobi.

Similarly, Prof was barely a few months into his retirement from UNESCO, where 
he was for the last five years of his service (2007-12) the Organization’s Regional 
Director for Science and Technology in Africa, and concurrently, Representative 
to the Governments of Kenya, Eritrea, Rwanda, Somalia and Uganda, also based 
at the UN Headquarters in Gigiri, in Nairobi.

Professor Massaquoi was a diplomat, an intellectual leader in science and science 
education, a strategist, and above all a programme manager and administrator, 
with responsibility to articulate the Organization’s positions on a wide range of 
issues to diverse audiences. Few who met and worked with the good Prof would 
disagree that he indeed performed all these tasks with extreme diligence and
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impeccable professionalism, in the process achieving numerous tangible results, 
while also remaining a very humble man, always approachable, and forever full of 
wit. Prof’s passion for Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 
Education, combined with his compassionate approach to development, defined 
his character and indeed his standing as a distinguished international civil servant 
who truly understood the communities he served. His approach and simplicity 
of style did not only endear Prof to all who met and interacted with him, but also 
helped solidify his impact in virtually all the countries where he served.

In all, Professor Massaquoi spent 18 years at UNESCO, during which he held 
numerous other positions, and by the time he retired from the Organization in 
October, 2012, his name was synonymous with science and science education in 
Africa, both among his peers at UNESCO, and for that matter the UN family, as 
well as internationally.

My reflection on Professor Massaquoi’s life in this tribute is at two levels; it is both 
personal and professional. Personally, I first heard of Prof when I entered Fourah 
Bay College (FBC) in Sierra Leone, as a freshman student in 1988, at which time 
he was already Dean in the Faculty of Engineering. Even though I never had the 
privilege of directly meeting and interacting with him—I was in the Humanities 
Faculty—it was very clear in those days that Professor Massaquoi was a well-
known and highly respected academic in our community. Because of his high 
standing among titans in the academy, one could hardly miss his presence, 
regardless of whether one was associated with the Engineering Faculty at Fourah 
Bay at the time, or not. It took more than a decade and half later, following those 
years at FBC, before I finally got the opportunity to personally meet Professor 
Massaquoi, when in 2009, I joined UNESCO as a Programme Specialist in Social 
and Human Sciences, deployed at the Organization’s office in Accra. Following my 
initial email message to him, introducing myself as a new UNESCO staff who also 
hailed from Sierra Leone, Prof naturally emerged as a mentor whose wise counsel 
and sharp insights I will forever miss.

I also came to know him as a strong and devoted family man who remained very 
much committed to the traditional African (Sierra Leonean) values that helped 
shape his own life, but was at the same time quite urbane and cosmopolitan in 
the most admirable way. His loving wife, Mrs. Rachel Massaquoi, or Aunty Rachel, 
as we fondly refer to her, is an accomplished administrator, and among others, 
the author of a cookbook on West African cuisine. Their three adult children are 
all accomplished and distinguished in their own rights; the eldest child, Joseph, 
Jr., is a graduate of Harvard Business School, and now Director of Corporate 
and Strategic Development, at The Boeing Company, based in New York; the 
elder daughter, Satta, also a graduate of Harvard (Medical School), is a Medical 
Doctor, and member of Faculty at Emory University School of Medicine in Atlanta, 
Georgia, while a second daughter, Yeniva, a graduate of McGill University School 
of Law is with the law firm Baker & Mckenzie in Canada.

Tributes to Prof. Joseph George Momodu Massaquoi        33



JGMM

Indeed Prof’s life gave true meaning to the now widely known concept of 
“glocalization,” meaning to think globally but act locally. Whichever way one 
seeks to interpret and ultimately apply that concept, Professor Massaquoi was a 
truly “glocal” citizen endowed with the ability, skills, personality and charisma to 
think and act internationally, but also always very comfortable in infusing a local 
flavour into all that his did both as part of his community, and as an international 
professional. This testimony is lauded by his recent neighbors and family friends 
around the world, including Dr. Abdul B. Kamara and Mr. Benedict S. Kanu, both 
of the African Development Bank, and with whom Prof had recently developed 
family friendship, in Canada. These are all distinctive attributes that made Prof a 
truly people-oriented and transformational leader in his own right, attributes that 
we will now be forced to miss with his sudden departure, creating a deep vacuum 
that we will struggle to fill for a long time.

Professionally, I had an opportunity to work with Prof at UNESCO, during his last 
three years with the Organization. In those years (2009-12), I had the privilege of 
participating in many international gatherings with him, from Paris to Kampala, and 
from Nairobi to Abidjan. At the same time, I also had opportunities to contribute 
to numerous thematic reflections within UNESCO’s domains of competence: 
from the science of climate change to social and human dynamics of the 
phenomenon; and from the development of STI policies to higher education 
reform and sustainable development in Africa. Most, if not all of these reflections 
required significant technical competence, as well as high level advocacy 
involving decision makers at the national, regional and international levels. Prof’s 
leadership in these fora was always quite outstanding, and certainly inspirational 
to me as a younger colleague. I must confess that I always felt very proud as a 
Sierra Leonean whenever accolades were being heaped on Prof by his peers and 
others alike, for his visionary leadership in advocating the positioning of scientific 
knowledge at the heart of Africa’s development processes.

The professional inspiration that Prof sparked in the younger generation, myself 
included, collided again quite recently with my personal admiration of his 
remarkable achievements. During a recent visit to the USA, I went to Morgantown, 
home of West Virginia University’s (WVU) Mountaineers, and the school that 
produced National Basketball Association (NBA) Hall of Famer, Jerry West. I had 
gone to Morgantown for a few days to visit my brother who is a doctoral student 
in Political Science at WVU. While in Morgantown, I recalled that Prof had once 
told me that he received his PhD in Chemical Engineering from the same

Tributes to Prof. Joseph George Momodu Massaquoi        34



JGMM

university. So as we drove around this beautiful mountainous university town, we 
went past WVU’s College of Engineering, where more than four decades ago, 
the highest academic honor any such institution can ever confer on its graduates, 
had been bestowed on Professor Joseph Massaquoi from Sierra Leone. I kept 
reflecting, as we drove past the auspicious Engineering College that part of the 
foundation for Prof’s remarkable achievements later in life, was laid within the 
confines of those walls, some forty years earlier.

I know for a fact that Prof was indeed a strong believer, and a passionate 
advocate for good quality education, as the gateway to individual success and 
societal transformation. His passion for reforming Africa’s higher education by 
infusing science and technology components into the system, in response to the 
continent’s developmental aspirations and challenges, can thus be explained 
within the context of his own intellectual evolution and maturation, thanks to an 
excellent quality education which laid the foundation for future success: from 
humble beginnings to world-class success. 

The world has indeed lost a great scientific leader and a tireless voice for Africa’s 
technological transformation, at a time when we still need him. One cannot even 
begin to imagine how much Prof would have given back to Africa, and indeed 
the world, even after his retirement from UNESCO. After working so hard for the 
continent, for these many decades, there was still a lot more Prof was willing and 
capable of giving back. I am very certain that his (our) own home country, Sierra 
Leone, would have benefitted even more from Prof’s wide range of knowledge, 
experience, networks and contacts, accumulated over decades of international 
service, but sadly that is now not to be. The best honor we can now pay to this 
great African hero and patriot is to celebrate his enormous legacy by continuing 
to promote Professor Joseph George Momodu Massaquoi’s work and passion for 
science and science education in Africa.

Dr. Abdul Rahman Lamin is Programme Specialist in Social and Human Sciences, at UNESCO 

Regional Office for Eastern Africa in Nairobi, Kenya. He wrote this tribute when he was still based 

at the Organization’s Office in Accra, Ghana, where he served in the same capacity from 2009-13.
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Shirley A. R. LEWIS, Ph. D.
Montclair, New Jersey, USA

July 07, 2015
 

IN HONOR OF DR JOSEPH GEORGE MOMODU MASSAQUOI

It is a great honor to pay tribute to Dr. Joseph George Momodu Massaquoi in 
recognition of his unparalleled record of leadership and service.  His extensive 
work in the field of science and technology significantly enabled the efficiency 
and effectiveness of operations and services in countless corporations and 
communities.  

Dr. Massaquoi’s insightful and effective communication skills have empowered 
and inspired a host of aspiring individuals to assume the cloak of leadership with 
confidence and humility.

He excelled as a scholar who shared his knowledge and insight with 
undergraduate and graduate students in several universities in North America 
and Africa.   In the academy, he enjoyed a reputation as an exceptional teacher 
and mentor who inspired his students.  

Dr. Massaquoi was devoted to his Family.  He required and modeled excellence 
for his children, leading them by word and deed to excel in deportment, aspiration 
and accomplishment.  The benefits of his leadership and guidance and that of his 
extraordinarily gifted wife, Rachel, are reflected in the accomplishments of the 
Massaquoi children.

I thank God for his blessing that allowed my family, the Lewis Family, to intersect 
with the Massaquoi Family in when both families happened to settle in the same 
graduate student residential complex at Stanford University in 1978.

Our families became friends thorough our little children, Joseph and Satta and 
Mendi.    The Massaquoi family was pleased to know that we had named our 
daughter Mendi in honor of the Mende leader called Cinque who resisted the 
attempt to enslave him and demanded his freedom.  The Lewis family was 
delighted to know that our new friends were from Sierra Leone and that they 
were Mende people, Cinque’s people.  These discoveries led to long discussions 
about our histories and hopes to maintain and strengthen historic and cultural 
relationships across the African Diaspora.

We soon found ourselves engaged in hours, then days and eventually years of 
sharing dreams, concerns and aspirations for our children, our people and
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humankind.  We established a bond that remained as we completed our courses 
of study, assumed a variety of professional positions, and lived in different 
countries and different continents.  We remembered what we had learned from 
each other and what we hoped for the future. We watched our children grow and 
begin their own paths to achievement.    Whatever and wherever we met, Joseph 
and his beloved Rachel bestowed their grace, kindness and friendship upon us. 

As the years passed, our paths would cross in various locations on a variety of 
occasions.  One joyful reunion occurred when our families united to celebrate 
Thanksgiving Holiday with my father who lived in Beckley, West Virginia.  We 
were happy that Cousin Martha Massaquoi also attended.   We fondly recall 
our special delight when Mendi and Joe discovered that they were enrolled at 
Spelman and Morehouse Colleges, directly across the street from each other in 
Atlanta, Georgia.   Once again, our family paths had intersected and enabled us to 
rejoice and celebrate. 

Among our friend Joseph’s many outstanding characteristics was his sense of 
humor.  This serious, intellectual, visionary leader enjoyed a good laugh and 
making his friends laugh as well.  He had an ingenious way of maintaining a 
serious face while conveying laughter via his sparkling eyes.  In the midst of 
humorous situations, he could with one word or change in voice inflection, make 
me laugh out loud.  One very good joke that our families enjoyed concerned a 
delicious cake that I made.  After Joseph learned that I had used a cake mix, he 
always gave me a twinkling look and immediately questioned the authenticity of 
any food that I claimed to have cooked.

Our families’ friendship is a long lasting process which has brought us great 
joy over the years.   Unbeknownst to us, our last visit with Dr. Massaquoi was at 
the wedding of his elder daughter, Satta.  We greeted each other and laughed 
because we almost did not recognize ourselves because our hair had turned gray 
and we were aging.

Our friend Joseph has gone to be with God. May He Rest In Peace.  We are 
enriched, blessed and uplifted through the friendship of this extraordinary man.  
Through his wisdom, dedication, vision and faith, he made the world a better 
place.  Through his friendship and that of his Glorious Wife, My Sister Rachel, his 
children, Joseph, Satta, Yeniva, and grandchildren, Luba and Victor, my family is 
blessed. 

On behalf of the Lewis Family, Dr. Ronald McGhee Lewis, our children, Mendi and 
Keith, and our grandchildren, Uche and Jide, I thank God for the friendship of  Dr. 
Joseph George Momodu Massaquoi.    My family and I will treasure his memory 
forever.

Shirley A. R. Lewis, Ph. D.
President Emerita of Paine College, Augusta, Georgia, USA
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MANDU DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION 
North America

July 2, 2013

Dear Mrs. Massaquoi, 

The entire membership of the Mandu Development Association North America 
(MDA NA) wishes to express their deepest sympathies to you and your family 
during this sorrowful time. Prof. Massaquoi was a valuable member of many 
communities, including our own and many people will miss him. We pray that you 
will find peace in each other’s company and in your memories. May God give the 
entire family the strength to get through this. 

MDA NA Membership
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John Len MASSAQUOI
Freetown, Sierra Leone

June 18, 2015

Prof Massaquoi was a brother, father and a mentor to me.  More accurately, I 
was his younger brother.  I moved in with the nuclear family of Prof. Massaquoi 
when I took my selective entrance examination.  By then, he had just arrived 
from the USA after his doctorate degree.  He accepted me into his home for the 
duration of secondary school from form one to form five.  He took responsibility 
for everything during this time.  After I completed fifth form at Albert Academy, I 
decided to return home to stay with our Dad.  He demanded that I should attend 
the then Technical Institute in Kenema for further education.  During the war, we 
lost our Dad and upon his visit to Sierra Leone he realized that much was not 
gained in my life.  He therefore insisted that I enroll in any of the colleges in Sierra 
Leone to which I was qualified to enter at his expense.  I did and again he took 
responsibility up to HTC level.  Today, I am self-reliant.  I miss him because of 
his great love, concern and advice he used to give me.  He was always ready to 
forgive who so ever hurt him.

These were some of the bits of advice to me when he was alive. 

One more thing I could remember of him was the family picture we took at Family 
Kingdom after the death of our beloved mother, Yea Mamie (may her soul rest 
in peace).  He was always willing to help as long as you were developmentally 
oriented.  I am not missing him as an individual but as the family pillar as a whole.  
The last time we met was when we stood at my land site and he said “John, 
thank you very much and this is good of you..  I will tell the family about your 
development.”  Not knowing that God has called him and he was on his way to 
eternity.  Doc, we miss you but God loves you most.  Rest in peace.  May the good 
Lord take him into his hands in heaven.

Amen

 “John, work hard to make life easy for you and your family.  
John, education comes first.”  
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Joseph V.G. MASSAQUOI
Freetown, Sierra Leone

August 07, 2014

THE TRAIL BLAZER

I always saw Professor JGM Massaquoi as the trail blazer and I am grateful for the 
leadership he showed. He was so excellent in high school and paved the way for 
many of us his brothers to gain admission into CKC. I remember the way he was 
there for me the first year I met him in the boarding home when I frequently fell 
ill with malaria. He would prepare tea for me in his thermoflask and bring it to the 
junior dormitory. I recall the pride we felt when I also did well in my first exams 
in high school and his sixth form friends praised our family for our academic 
performance. He made my first year in high school a wonderful experience, but 
then he left me and went abroad for university education.

He returned with M.Sc and became a lecturer at the university as I was 
completing my A’levels. I spent that vacation with his family and as the vacation 
came to an end he helped me get admission into college. His academic work in 
the engineering faculty was highly acknowledged by students which made me 
proud among my friends on campus. He provided me convenient lodging in his 
house and helped me work to make good grades in my first year exams. I hoped 
I made him proud of the family among his colleagues. It was a great year staying 
with your family, but then he left to do his Ph.D in the United States.

He returned from abroad to the lectureship at the university as I completed my 
degree. His record blazed the trail again and as I graduated I was offered a staff 
position in my department at the university. With our residential quarters just 
a few hundred meters apart, his family looked after my domestic needs and 
everyday my food was sent over from his kitchen. He made my year as staff 
member a success, but then he left for a position at the UN office in Nairobi. At 
the time I went into the mining industry.

As you blazed the trail into the UN, and the civil war put a stop to mining activities 
in the country, I went back to lecturing but fate pushed me again to follow his 
trail when I worked for the UN Special Court in Freetown. I remember my expat 
colleagues at the court constantly asking if we were related. I would proudly 
declare ‘he is my senior brother’. I left the UN and went back to mining but he 
continued until retirement. He blazed the trail into a very short retirement, and 
then he has left for eternity! I pray and believe that it is an excellent trail he has 
blazed into paradise, and that the family will be proud of him when we shall meet 
again. GOODBYE TO OUR TRAIL BLAZER.
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Josephine Mamei MASSAQUOI
Makeni, Sierra Leone

June 20, 2015

My dear Uncle, Prof. Dr. J.G.M. Massaquoi was like a father to me and  infact was 
called “Daddy” by all in the family because he brought us up like his own.  As 
I was not close to my biological parents until more recently, I appreciated the 
role Daddy played in teaching me the basic norms of life that have informed my 
education and laid the basic foundation for my career today.  The discipline he 
imparted in me made me a self-reliant person and now can stand on my own and 
even supervise people that work directly under my command.  I am so proud of 
him for this discipline he imparted in me.  

Your words of advice keep ringing in my ears and I don’t know how to express my 
gratitude to you for being like a dad to me.  But the thing I know is that a heart of 
love never dies but lingers on.  You left behind a bond of love that still holds us all 
together although we are in different countries.  Distance has not kept us apart.  
Early this year your brother, my father, was called home.  I am proud of mom as 
she is my only hope.  There is an empty vacuum of sadness created in me but is 
filled with the love of Christ.  My sons and I miss you.  Sleep daddy and take your 
rest in Jesus name.

Josephine Mamei Massaquoi
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Max T. MASSAQUOI
Freetown, Sierra Leone

July 31, 2015

A TRIBUTE FOR MY LATE BROTHER PROFESSOR JOSEPH GEORGE MOMODU 
MASSAQUOI

My late brother Professor Joseph George Momodu Massaquoi was born in Blama 
and was the eldest son of our late father Pa Joseph  G.M. Massaquoi who died in 
December 1999.

Late Professor Joseph George Momodu Massaquoi was a disciplinarian and 
could still be remembered for his brilliant academic career. He was an academic 
giant and therefore had passion for education. It is evident that late Professor 
J.G.M Massaquoi gave the best educational achievement to his children before he 
finally departed from this world.

Late professor J.G.M Massaquoi was the strongest pillar of the Massaquoi family 
and most of the other family members went through his discipline. He gave them 
the necessary support to pursue their educational career.

I could still remember during the ten years rebel war when late Professor 
Massaquoi would have to risk his life to travel from Kenya to Sierra Leone just to 
come and give financial support to his family members. He did this on several 
occasions and for each visitation, he would advise us the younger ones to be 
serious with our education

When it was time for me to be enrolled into university, there was nobody to 
render me financial assistant and little did I know that my late brother had already 
gone ahead to send me financial support to pursue my educational career. He 
was not only a brother to me but also like a father.

His death came as a shock to me on the night I received a call from Prince 
Massaquoi that brother was dead. I thought it was a dream and therefore I could 
not sleep that night. In the morning, it was confirmed and I started crying bitterly. 
All my hopes, dreams were gone. 

Brother, even though you are gone but your spirit still lives with us and may your 
departed soul Rest In Perfect Peace till we meet again on that glorious day.
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Sam D. MASSAQUOI
USA

July 30, 2015

IN MEMORY OF A BROTHER AND A ROLE MODEL

Prof.  Joseph George Momodu Massaquoi (1950 – 2013) 

Many at my age (50s) would consider Dr. Joseph George Momodu Massaquoi to 
have died young and certainly all will agree that he left us suddenly. He did not 
stay with us after retirement from active service or live long enough to enjoy the 
fruits of his labour. No, his hallmark was that of a selfless man. Indeed, anyone 
who knew him well, also knows that his desire was not about enjoying fruits but 
empowering others to create fruits for themselves.

My biggest regret is that for a man who did so much for his family and 
community, I never had the opportunity to sit with him in his later years to pose 
the one burning question that has pervaded my mind for so long. If I would have 
had that chance, I would have asked my brother to tell me precisely how he 
preferred to be remembered. I think it behooves of every great man to have a say 
in that aspect of their legacy, for those who survive them are often torn between 
which of the many aspects of their achievements to highlight in tributes such as 
this, and whether it will be truly reflective of how they would have loved the world 
to remember them.

It is like intestacy when the best course of action is the most cautious one, 
therefore I will play safe and focus on my memories of our growing years; in 
particular how I incessantly saw him as a role model.

Ever since the proverbial incident when my brother returned a set of provisions 
back to our Father saying that it was surplus to his own requirements and that 
his younger siblings should have them as they may have more need of it, Dr. 
Massaquoi clearly became a model to all the younger ones in the family. Although 
this was not the only time he agitated for the smaller ones and for me personally, 
one such moment stands out. Please bear with me to explain the circumstance:

I was in class three, and the third term reports had just been released. 
Academically, I was a late developer, at least by the standards of the Massaquois, 
for I was a poor performer at the Roman Catholic School, Mobai, until I attained 
class four.
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End of year reports were discussed in the presence of all the Parents and children 
and was treated by our Father as a harvest time of his efforts and expenses. We 
announced our performances in chronological order of birth. By this reckoning, Dr. 
Massaquoi was usually the third to announce and he was always first in class.

 When my turn came, I became tongue stripped for I came a horrible eighteenth 
position in a class of thirty-three. I found the best way to hide the truth by 
announcing the position with a very long pause. So I said ‘my position this year 
is eight’…..then a long pause, followed by some mild applause and smiles of 
approval. Then as I returned to my seat, I announced the other part of the position 
in a dramatic fashion and with a dragging sound, saying ‘teeeeeen’. They may 
have been amused, but certainly no one was fooled and there was a big burst of 
laughter in the living room. I vividly remember that the only one who did not laugh 
was Dr. Joseph Massaquoi. He noticed my embarrassment and immediately drew 
me close and started comforting me firmly and talking softly to me about my 
potentials and how I can definitely do better next year like the rest of the family 
members. That advice sank in so well that indeed the following year my position 
improved to fourth and with more motivation I started clinching the first position 
occasionally and became deserving of the expectations of the family.

Dr. Massaquoi also became our role model because of the manner in which he 
reminded us of our Father. It seems that most families do have that one child who 
would look exactly like the Father, not just in appearance but all his ways of doing 
things. Bra Joseph was that child in our family. 

It was in 1950 that Momodu Massaquoi was born into the young family of Mr. 
Joseph George Massaquoi at Blama, in the eastern Province of Sierra Leone. He 
was the first male child but the third in a role after Amie and Tenneh. 

Even in his childhood days, we cannot forget our brother’s organizing ability. 
More than a week before schools reopen Bra Joseph would have packed all his 
clothing, provisions and any other belongings very neatly into the trunk mantle 
and ‘chop box’ containers ready for school. We would stand around to watch him 
go through the process methodically, teaching us or giving us advice as he did so. 
Indeed he won hearts and minds of the Parents and his siblings from the matured 
manner in which he approached his educational journey and life generally.

Tributes to Prof. Joseph George Momodu Massaquoi        45



JGMM

As we continue to remember our brother, Daddy, Uncle, Son, or Nephew let 
us know that he lived a very fulfilled life, albeit a short one. He was ambitious 
and competitive but never a man of envy and above all he was very non-
discriminatory in his approach to helping people. Many of my peers that he 
assisted from the University are a testament to his liberalism. Let us thank God for 
his life.

At the start of this tribute I indicated my desire for my brother to have enjoyed the 
fruits of his hard labour for a much longer period, which was not to be. But the 
Holy Bible admonishes us to remain thankful in all situations and in the special 
case of Dr. J G M Massaquoi, this thanksgiving is threefold: for his tremendous 
achievements; for his help to others, and for his faith. Therefore, though I am 
deeply grieved for the loss of my brother I am consoled by the hope that he will 
make heaven and abide with our Lord Jesus. ADIEU Bra Joseph, till we meet again 
one day………….May your soul continue to rest in perfect peace. AMEN

Mary and Beatus MATEMU and Family
Nairobi, Kenya
June 04, 2014

Prof., days, weeks and months have passed by, and it is now one year since the 
wind of death swept you away so suddenly, so painfully, from all of us: friends, 
family and colleagues.   Thou separated from us, the memories of your kindness, 
humor and laughter will always live in our hearts.  You left a lasting legacy that will 
stand through the generations to come.  Surely, when God thought of blessing us, 
he brought you to us as a family friend.

We treasure your love for family and the desire to help young people to realize 
their dreams and to achieve.   Your mentorship, advice and assistance during the 
initial stages our children’s careers will always be remembered.  

Dearly missed by Mary and Beatus Matemu, the children: Susan, Ana, Jennifer, 
Aika and Chris.

PROF., REST IN PEACE, YOU LIVED YOUR LIFE TO THE FULLEST AND TOUCHED 
ALL OF US IN A VERY SPECIAL WAY.
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Sao-Kpato Hannah Isatta MAX-KYNE 
Maryland, USA

July 6, 2015

Tribute to my uncle, the late Professor Joseph Massaquoi

My Uncle Joe was an inspiration to me as I journeyed through academia. He was 
not just an inspiration, but also a mentor and guide during those turbulent years 
from teenage to adulthood at Fourah Bay College.

When I started my studies at Fourah Bay College, it did not take long for my 
fellow students and faculty to know that I had a disciplined uncle on campus. 
Professor Massaquoi, as he was known on campus, never fell short of asking 
“young lady what are you up to now?”, whenever he saw me around hanging 
out aimlessly with a group or alone while lectures were in progress. That kept 
me on my guard, as I always had to explain why I was not in a lecture, the library 
or engaged in a productive activity. Whenever I had problems with my studies, 
Uncle Joe would gently remind me that the paramount reason I was at Fourah 
Bay College was to study and earn that bachelor’s degree. His supervision and 
guidance helped me focus attention on my goal at Fourah Bay College. 

Many of my fellow students and relatives wondered why I was close to Uncle 
Joe, because he was known as that workaholic professor who did not have time 
for social life. Ironically though, my uncle was very people-oriented. He cared for 
his immediate and wider family, and he mentored many young people, especially 
in giving support to those who wanted to progress in life. Indeed he was not an 
admirer of idleness and those who misuse opportunities to better themselves; 
hence you can only be close to Uncle Joe as I was if you demonstrated the 
willingness to get an education and or contribute meaningfully to society. 

My fondest and most treasured memory of Uncle Joe is when he provided me 
that father role during my time in the university. My dad died four months before 
I started university, leaving a void in my life that could have been filled by any 
unscrupulous person. My dad was my best friend, and we discussed about 
everything from mosquitoes to aircrafts; then he was gone. Uncle Joe filled that 
void, engaging me in fruitful discussions on everyday issues and intellectual 
subjects, every Sunday after lunch in their home at Kortright throughout my time 
at Fourah Bay College. 

I want to thank God for his life, and the opportunity created for Professor 
Massaquoi to impact my life and the life of others during his time on this earth. 
From Fabaina and Mobai, via Bo, to Freetown, United Kingdom, United States, 
Kenya, Canada, and beyond, my Uncle Joe is dearly missed. May my Uncle Joe 
continue to rest in perfect peace and may he be rewarded for his good work.
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Francisca Nneka OKEKE and Family

Nsukka, Nigeria
May 14, 2014

TRIBUTE TO A RARE GEM, AN ACADEMIC, MOTIVATOR AND ADMINISTRATOR

Professor Joseph Massaquoi, death snatched you away from all your friends and 
relatives, barely a year ago, but your legacy still lives in all of us. A hardworking, 
honest, diligent, persevering, enduring human being, yet down to earth. You were 
good natured, hence, always caring for the wellbeing of all around you. Many 
people benefited from your kindness, openheartedness, open door policy and 
your academic capabilities. The sudden exit was a great blow and unbelievable 
to me and my family, to all who know you, to all Africans and western world in 
general.  The thought of loss of a rare gem like you with great admirable qualities 
makes us lose balance, but we cannot disappoint you so that you will not be 
disappointed in all of us who have worked with you. Your legacy continues 
to live in us, particularly, Africans. You have taught us to work hard, in unity, 
perseverance, understanding and in collaborative efforts, hence you are the bed 
rock of ANSTI/COVIDSET, which we Africans are benefiting from, today. There are 
lots to write about you, but I cannot exhaust all, I write but a few, your Directorship 
in the UNESCO Nairobi office has yielded uncountable fruits. You have touched 
many lives; you were instrumental to my being a member of Jury: Regional 
Fellowship for women in science in sub Saharan Africa. You also nominated
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Tina MUNZU
New York, NY

December 27, 2016

When I left Cameroon to go to boarding school in Kenya, I was scared and 
nervous. But then I met the ever bubbly Yeniva and realized that things will be 
just fine. The Massaquoi home quickly became my second home as I was there 
practically Every Single Weekend. During this time I got to know uncle Joe. He 
was always so funny, smart and witty and he and Yeniva would go back and 
forth challenging each other’s smarts. He was a man who loved education and 
educating, forever suggesting articles and books to be read. I feel blessed that I 
got to know him and will always be grateful for the love and support he and the 
Massaquoi family showed me during those early teenage years.



JGMM
Elijah OMWENGA

 Nairobi, Kenya
July 3, 2013

The news of Professor Massaquoi’s death struck with profound grief and shock. 
We will never be prepared enough to receive news of the end of a great person. 
But Prof has not quite ended. He has left a lifetime legacy among many of 
us whom he mentored and allowed to stand on his shoulders to see beyond 
our moment. A man of vision with resolute ability to carry along others, Prof. 
Massaquoi introduced me to corporate order and excellence! He created in me a 
sense of discipline juxtaposed with freedom of choice - choices that never were, 
as I always found myself on the right path towards the goal. This was a hallmark 
of leadership lesson that will remain engraved in my life. We thank God for 
Professor Massaquoi. 

May God grant the family peace and love through the ages of time. Amen.
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me for FAAS which I was elected into, after due processes. You loved quality 
academic work, you worked for strengthening peace building through science 
and technology. You wrote many programs that have helped in development of 
science and technology in Africa. We are consoled that almighty God has decided 
to call you. We pray that God in his infinite mercy will admit you in his paradise. 
We would have loved to have you longer, but God’s will is final and we cannot 
question God. Fare well, a rare and committed academic, you will always be 
remembered, for all your good qualities. 

May your gentle soul through the mercy of God, whom you have served diligently, 
rest in perfect peace, Amen. 

Francisca Nneka Okeke and Family.
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Peggy OTI-BOATENG
Nairobi, Kenya  

July 4, 2014

Tribute to Prof Joseph George M Massaquoi – My friend, my mentor

We the entire African Scientific and Engineering community have lost a priceless 
germ, a visionary, a mentor and a pace setter.  

I first met Prof Joseph George M Massaquoi in 2002 as a young scientist from the 
Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, (KNUST) Kumasi, Ghana, 
when he invited me to participate in one of the several meetings he organised 
for African scientists and engineers to deliberate on strengthening university 
education and research in Africa and the need to increase women’s participation. 
Prof saw the potential in me and invited me to many of the strategic planning 
or STI policy review meetings and served as the rapporteur on many occasions.  
We produced a number of policy papers, reports and monograms which formed 
the framework for revitalising STEM in Africa. This was at the time when many 
higher education institutions of science and technology were lagging behind in 
all aspects of training and research, laboratories, staff and teaching facilities and 
needed a visionary leader to revamp the status of STI in Africa.  And Professor 
Massaquoi provided just that.  

We worked together for many years on several projects in our pursuit to 
contribute to the millennium development goal by harnessing science 
engineering technology and innovation SETI for poverty reduction and 
sustainable development Africa. And in 2005, Prof Massaquoi and his colleagues 
including the late Prof Kwesi Andam instituted and launched the first Conference 
of Vice Chancellors and Deans of science and technology (COVIDSET2005); a 
legacy which lives on. 

Prof JGM Massaquoi loved his science and engineering. As Programme Specialist 
for Basic and Engineering Sciences he rose through the ranks to become one of 
Africa’s admired Directors of the Regional Office for Science and Technology in 
Africa (ROSTA) in 2005.  He had the added responsibility of Coordinator for the 
African Network of Scientific and Technological Institutions (ANSTI) at a time 
when the Network was at a crossroads.  

Through dint of hard work, determination and his passion for building a critical 
mass of experts in SETI to drive the industrial and socio-economic sustainability
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of Africa, he put in his all to ensure individual and institutions capacities were 
enhanced to drive the economic development of the continent.  These are 
evident in the number of initiatives and programmes he developed to pursue his 
unrelenting passion for science, engineering and technology. 

My friend and my mentor Professor Massaquoi was not only passionate about 
what he believed in but was also a pace setter.  Under his leadership a number of 
evidence based studies and situation analyses to assess the needs and numbers 
required in Africa were commissioned through a series of studies dubbed, ‘ANSTI 
series’.  Recommendations from these reports are still relevant today. Professor 
Joseph Massaquoi was also very passionate about the Promotion of Women 
in science in Africa, and I am a living testimony to that.  He was admired as one 
of the few men who advocated for gender equity in science engineering and 
technology.  He facilitated policies to increase gender parity in a number of 
institutions and was influential in convincing the L’Oreal Corporation to partner 
with UNESCO/ANSTI in administering the UNESCO/L’Oreal Fellowships award 
for Women in Science in sub-Saharan Africa.  This is an acknowledgement of 
Professor Massaquoi’s conviction to celebrate Africa’s distinguished women 
scientists. 

Your passing away is a big loss to the global scientific community. The over 199 
member ANSTI institutions in 37 countries in Africa will miss you.  Our numerous 
development partners will miss your invaluable insight into STI in Africa; 
Governing Council members will miss your institutional memory and advice and; 
the ANSTI Secretariat your good counsel and mentorship. I have lost a friend, a 
mentor and counselor. 

We are however consoled that you have left us all a big legacy.  We promise 
to continue to keep the Africa STI flame burning in your memory. I will do my 
best to continue your passion for SETI although it will not be easy without your 
guidance. You will forever remain in our works and efforts in shaping the science, 
technology, engineering and innovation in Africa.  

Fare thee well Professor, my friend and my mentor!  May the Good Lord keep 
you and; may He give you a perfect and eternal rest. You will always remain in our 
hearts. AMEN. 

Peggy Oti-Boateng (PhD) 
Senior Programme Specialist 
UNESCO and Coordinator of the African Network of Scientific and Technological 
Institutions (ANSTI)
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Yayoi SEGI-VLTCHEK
Nairobi, Kenya  

July 4, 2014

‘Hello, Yayoi.  I am really glad to meet with you and welcome you to our office.’

With a wonderfully warm smile and firm handshake, Professor Massaquoi 
received me into his nicely decorated office on a warm morning of February 5, 
2009.  With his assuring words and kind gesture, a huge ice was broken inside of 
me, which had been built up prior to my arrival in Nairobi, given that it was to be 
my first posting in Africa, the new continent and challenge, both professionally 
and personally.  That day we spoke at length of his expectations and hopes for 
UNESCO and its work in the field of education.  

Over a period of 4 years Professor Massaquoi passed on to me, his wealth of 
knowledge and words of wisdom about what it takes to work and live in Africa 
and how we should support Member States and their citizens through the 
organization he had served for almost 20 years.  On countless occasions the 
office faced very difficult situations, and Professor Massaquoi would call me into 
his office, often on Sunday afternoons, to discuss them and chart a way forward.

The last time I met Professor Massaquoi was a bit chilly afternoon on Sunday, May 
5, 2013.  As before, I needed to seek his guidance.  After a long encounter over 
lunch that day, he told me when we were about to go our separate ways, ‘Yayoi, 
don’t leave it as such; act, you know how to do it.’ He encouraged me to act in the 
best way I would know, in a decisive manner.  I would never forget how he said it 
and what he meant. And I regret that I didn’t meet Prof again to tell him that I had 
acted. 

Since the untimely passing on of UNESCO’s senior statesman so fondly called 
by his staff as ‘Prof,’ not a day has gone by without my thinking about him.  I often 
find myself having a conversation. ‘Prof, how would you deal with a situation like 
this, how would I best work under this scenario, what else can we do to serve our 
Member States more and better?’  I, along with so many colleagues in the office, 
wish so much he had lived much longer to continue to guide Africa and us.  While 
this is not possible, his legacy lives on, so vividly in the hearts and minds of so 
many he had served through his 20-year long work with UNESCO and through
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the staff he had recruited and trained during his tenure as the Director at UNESCO 
Office in Nairobi. And I know that we could never have benefitted from him had 
he not been supported by his loving family.  I wish to take this opportunity to 
express my sincere appreciation to Mrs. Rachel Massaquoi for extending to me 
her kindness and warmth.

As I am about to complete my almost 6 year-long assignment here in Nairobi 
and move on to another shortly, Professor Massaquoi’s legacy will continue to 
live on and thrive elsewhere, as I will continue my service for humanity as one of 
his ‘students’ in the most enriching, rewarding classroom at Block C of the United 
Nations Complex in Nairobi, Kenya.

Prof., I know you are not here with us physically but you are very much in our 
midst, spiritually and intellectually.   While you are serving elsewhere, it is our turn 
to act and serve here in this world.  Thank you, Prof. May you rest in perfect peace 
and may you please continue to guide us.
 
Yayoi Segi-Vltchek
Programme Specialist for Education
UNESCO Regional Office for Eastern Africa
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SISAY Family (Anne, Yeniva and Tiana)
Vallejo, California, USA

July 01, 2013

Dear Rachel and Family, 

Please know how very saddened I am for the loss of your beloved one. I send our 
deepest condolences for you and for your family. I can’t imagine how painful it is 
for you but don’t forget that he is at peace with the Lord. Having lost someone is 
a difficult moment of life, and I already experienced it. May God provide you the 
strength, peace of mind you need to cope with this great loss. 

May his soul rest in peace, 

Anne, Yeniva and Tiana Sisay 

Tribute to My Cousin

Prof. Joseph George Momodu Massaquoi passed away on May 25th 2013 at age 
62. 

He was a loving husband, father, brother, uncle, nephew and grandfather. He 
worked tirelessly to educate his three children, taught them to be independent, 
and more than anything else he taught them life skills. He wanted each of his 
children to reach their best potential-- they did. 

He was a man on a mission-- never sidetracked by any other distractions. He was 
good at anything to which he applied himself.  

Joe retired and was planning to enjoy his retirement with his wonderful wife 
Rachael of over 40 years, in their beautiful homes in Freetown, Kenema and 
Canada as well as travel. But God took him from us after only a short illness. He 
was our hero, protector, professor who was dearly loved.  We will miss him here 
on earth every Christmas, New Year’s, every Father’s Day, but I know that one day 
we will be together again.

Rest in Peace.

Anne Sisa
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Felix TOTEU
Nairobi, Kenya
June 25, 2014

My first contact with Prof. Massaquoi was in 2008 in Arusha (Tanzania) was during 
the International Year of Planet Earth (IYPE) Launching Event for the African 
continent from 8 to 9 May 2008. We spent some time working together on the 
Arusha Declaration on the International Year of Planet earth. When 
I joined the UNESCO Nairobi office as staff in October 2010 with him as director, I 
got the impression from our first professional conversations that we have always 
been working together. Later on, I realized Prof. Massaquoi was a scientist with 
a Big Idea of how Science is crucial for the economic growth of the African 
continent.  He had a long experience of building science networks for Africa; 
many African geoscientists involved in the African Network of Earth Science 
Institutions remember his strong advocacy of institutional networking as a tool 
to promote Earth Science Education and Research in Africa. Prof. Massaquoi 
will be remembered for his science leadership for Africa and it is a real pleasure 
to know his family is thinking to sustain his vision on science in Africa through a 
Foundation. I think this is what he would have loved to undertake.

May his soul rest in peace!

Felix Toteu
UNESCO Nairobi Office, Kenya
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V. Ismet UGURSAL
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada

September 10, 2013

Dear Rachel and Family, 

I am very sorry to hear that Joseph passed away. I send you and all your family my 
condolences. 

My friendship with Joseph goes back to 1992 when he came as a visiting scholar 
to my university to develop an alternative energy project for Sierra Leone with 
me. Joseph and I applied for and obtained funding for a large CIDA project that 
lasted eight years. 

Joseph was a special man, sincere, genuine and kind. He was dedicated, worked 
hard and contributed much to help those in need of help. I will always miss him. 

May he rest in eternal peace and comfort, and may you and all your family have 
patience and strength. 

With kindest regards, 

V. Ismet UgursalJGMM
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Emma Kangbai VINCENT
Freetown, Sierra Leone

July 16, 2013

My Uncle Joe served as a model for many. I could vividly recall the warm smile 
on his face when he picked me up at the Winslow Hotel in Nairobi, letting me into 
his busy schedule while my aunt was away. That was nice! I appreciated every 
moment; a man of very few words and highly disciplined. He left just at that point 
where he had all the time to re-live his life and to make the world, Sierra Leone 
particularly, benefit further from his experiences. We are thankful for the time he 
spent with us. It’s as if he was only waiting to see Satta get married. 

Our Father and Creator, we ask you to bless, protect and to pour your supernatural 
favour upon his surviving family, my aunty Rachael, and cousins, Joe, Satta and 
Yeniva. We ask for your touch in all areas of their lives. 

History will remember you Uncle Joe! 

It is well!

JGMMEva WARDEN
Toronto, Canada

July 10, 2013

Sending love and best regards to the whole family as you honour the father of 
my dear friend Yeniva -- a woman whose great intelligence, beauty, strength and 
integrity are a testament to her wonderful parents.
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Christopher WILLIAMS
Greensboro, South Carolina, USA

May 29, 2013

Prof. Massaquoi was an erudite scholar of unmatched wit and endless laughter 
and curiosity, full of insightful observations of life and hilarious recollections of his 
numerous experiences around the world, tremendously full of life.  Our thoughts 
go to Joe, his mom, sisters and the rest of the family at this time.  Prof. Massaquoi 
may have passed away from this life but he lives on in all those whom he touched 
in his time on this earth with us.

JGMM
Dinsie WILLIAMS

Toronto, Canada
July 6, 2013

I still find it hard to believe. Aunty Rachel, Joe, Satta, and Yeniva, I can’t find the 
right words to console you at this time. I can only hope that the sorrow you feel 
now will subside and that you will find some solace in time.
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Gracie WILLIAMS (Mrs.)
Freetown, Sierra Leone

July 5, 2013

My family and I have fond memories of Prof Massaquoi. Our acquaintance started 
in the early 1980’s when we were neighbours at Kortright, FBC, Univ. of S. Leone. 
Our children grew up together, attending the same primary school at the college 
campus. 

We found Prof to be a serious minded person but also affable and candid. When 
both families left the college, we still kept in touch, our children more so as they 
lived, studied and worked in the same continent, America. We were like one 
happy family. 

When Rachel told me that after Satta’s wedding in March this year, she and 
Prof might pack up and return to S. Leone for good, I was thrilled! I had great 
expectations and in fact was convinced that Prof would exert himself enormously 
to help develop our country in many areas. He would inspire many by his hard 
work, commitment and uprightness. 

But alas, our all-wise God thought otherwise. I do believe that He will use Prof, 
even in his death to bless Sierra Leone. Prof was that great! 

May Prof Massaquoi rest in perfect peace and may light perpetual shine on him!JGMM
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Haja Fatu and Ambassador Mohammed YUMKELLA
Freetown, Sierra Leone

June 21, 2014

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE PROFESSOR JOSEPH MASSAQUOI
FROM HAJA FATU AND AMBASSADOR MOHAMMED FODAY YUMKELLA

I first met Professor Massaquoi in the late 1970’s. Our paths crossed briefly when 
I was a student at Fourah Bay College. He was a lecturer at the same institution 
by then. In my husband’s case they connected in the 1980’s to explore the 
possibility of a joint business venture. Little did we know that destiny would bring 
our families even closer together. It so happened that both families relocated to 
Nairobi, Kenya in 1994 for work reasons. There was an immediate bond between 
our families which can only be explained by the similarity of values we shared. 

Over time I came to admire “Prof” as he was fondly known, for his strong faith 
in God, his simple nature, his dedication to his family, his commitment to his job 
and for his wit.  It was very comforting for us to know that we had the Massaquois 
to turn to for support while living in a foreign country.  The bond between our 
families did not wane as a result of distance when we moved back to Sierra 
Leone in 2002. If anything the bond got stronger.  

Prof’s passing came as a total shock as there were no tell tale signs when he 
visited us in Freetown just two months before the sad event.  But who are we to 
question the Almighty?  God knew that Prof had won his race on earth and that it 
was time for him to go home. 

Prof, we know you are in heaven and we will continue to pray for our dear God to 
bless your soul and comfort your family.

Rest in Peace.

JGMM
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In Loving 
Memory 

Prof. Joseph George Momodu Massaquoi

No matter 
how long the night, 

the morning must come
Prof. Joseph G. M. Massaquoi
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